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	TOPIC_1: House Bill 437
Cardiac Pre-participation Screening for Athletes


Primary Sponsors:
Reps. Tristan Rader & Jean Schmidt


Status:
PASSED HOUSE
Referred to Senate Health Committee
	YOUR ASK_1: Support House Bill 437.

Research indicates that a well-designed questionnaire, grounded in nationally recognized, evidence-based guidelines, can help identify individuals at increased risk of sudden cardiac arrest (SCA) due to physical symptoms or family history.




	POINTs TO MAKE_1: This bill will require all student athlete physicals to include a cardiac pre-participation screening component, such as a targeted examination of personal and family history alongside a focused physical exam.

The screening tool balances vigilance with practicality by enabling efficient triage, educating families, coaches, and schools about SCA, establishing clear guidelines for further testing, and conserving medical resources for those in need.

This bill builds upon the successes and foundation set by Lindsay’s Law and aligns with standards established by the Ohio High School Athletic Association.
	TOPIC_2: House Bill 687
AEDs/CPR Training in Athletic Facilities


Primary Sponsor:
Rep. Jean Schmidt


Status:
Referred to House Arts, Athletics, and Tourism Committee
 

	YOUR ASK_2: Support House Bill 687

While SCA is a leading cause of death, having a practiced plan and an accessible AED can increase survival rates by as much as 70%.
	POINTs TO MAKE_2: The bill addresses Ohio's current "patchwork" of safety protocols by requiring all school districts and community schools to adopt a formal Emergency Action Plan (EAP) based on evidence-based standards.

This bill extends safety requirements to sports and recreation locations and gyms during organized youth activities. Additionally, it protects "Good Samaritans" by providing immunity from lawsuits for those who use an AED in good faith, regardless of their specific training level.


	TOPIC_3: House Bill 220 
Prior Authorization: Retroactive Denials and Appeals

Primary Sponsor:
Rep. Heidi Workman

Status:
PASSED HOUSE
Referred to Senate Financial Institutions, Insurance, and Technology Committee
	YOUR ASK_3: Support House Bill 220.

Prior Authorization is a process
currently used by insurance
companies that requires
providers to obtain insurer
approval before prescribing a
treatment, test, or other medical
service.



	POINTs TO MAKE_3: This bill makes necessary reforms to streamline the prior authorization process.

In particular, this bill:

- States that retroactive denials can only occur in the event of non-covered benefits or lack of coverage at the time of service.

- Requires that prior authorization appeals be between a healthcare provider and a clinical peer and prohibits insurers from charging a fee for appealing an adverse prior authorization determination.

- Mandates insurers to honor an existing 12-month drug prior authorization approval for a maintenance medication to treat a chronic condition.
	TOPIC_4: Senate Bill 301
Non-compete Clauses in Healthcare Employment Contracts

Primary Sponsor:
Sen. Terry Johnson

Status:
Referred to Senate General Government Committee
	YOUR ASK_4: Support Senate Bill 301.

Non-compete agreements restrict healthcare professionals from practicing within a certain geographical area and for a certain period upon leaving their current employer. Non-compete clauses have adverse effects on aspects of clinicians’ work life and can be detrimental to patients who rely on their healthcare providers for continuity of care for timely treatments and procedures.


	POINTs TO MAKE_4: This bill limits what non-compete agreements can be used by non-profit hospitals. Under the bill, non-competes for healthcare professionals can only:
- Last 6 months long
- Surround a 15-mile radius of one hospital/ healthcare facility (the specific facility must be written in the agreement).

In Ohio, the majority of hospitals are nonprofit institutions. These clauses can create a sense of monopolization in certain areas, driving up costs and creating a barrier to entry for new providers.
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